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Mr. Bush’s Broken Government . . .  


Government intrusion into our lives is of growing concern to citizens throughout this country.  Accusations of socialism and socialist have been bandied around all too frequently since the 2008 election, especially in the debate on healthcare.  


When we stop to consider what socialism involves and the increasing expectations of Americans, i.e. entitlements, one has to question why the healthcare debate grew into such a heated, emotional issue.   

Socialism by definition is a “political and economic theory which advocates that the community as a whole should own and control the means of production, distribution and exchange.”  (Oxford Dictionary definition)  Take heart, this writer IS NOT advocating socialism so please read on.  


With that definition fresh in the reader’s mind, this question bears asking:  How is providing coverage to 45 million people without insurance socialism?  Strip away all the partisan acrimony and the bitterness of your party not being in the majority – become one of that 45 million before you answer.  


Today’s edition will complete the presentation of the investigative project conducted by the Center for Public Integrity (CPI) on the two terms of former President George W. Bush.  That 100-plus page report, Broken Government is a sad statement on what can happen in eight short years.  

45 Million Americans Without Insurance:  The CPI’s report contains this ominous statement:  “The United States remains the only wealthy industrialized nation that does not guarantee universal health care for its citizens.”  Since 2000, the number of uninsured people under the age of 65 increased from 39.6 million to 45 million (2008).  There’s disagreement among politicians from all sides that the system is broken.  Analysis by CNN during the height of the healthcare debate showed a third of health care costs are due to fraud.  


While all sides agree on the need, agreement on how to solve the need has been elusive until last year’s bill which Republicans are hell-bent on repealing.  


The National Academies’ Institute of Medicine estimated that failure of the federal government to make progress on the issue of the uninsured costs the country between $65 billion and $350 billion each year.  Is it not just plain old common sense to have those billions go for providing coverage to save lives and improve the quality of life for those 45 million people?  
Controversial Assertion of Executive Power:  To this writer, former President Bush’s statement, “I’m the decider, and I decide what’s best,” is the scariest statement to come out of his entire administration.  


Decisions made by the Bush Administration evoked bipartisan criticism:  authorization of warrantless wiretapping; the use of signing statements to pick and choose which portions of legislation to execute; the push for unrestricted detention of suspects in the war on terror; and the broad and aggressive assertion of executive privilege.  


Even before becoming Bush’s Vice President, Dick Cheney began his push to “restore power” to the presidency and the executive branch which he believed was lost due to the Watergate scandal.  Cheney was forceful in pushing the idea as being especially important during a time of war (prelude to Iraq??).  The Bush Administration’s opposition to judicial review of its decisions and assertions of authority over Congress as evidenced by its signing statements and refusal to respond to Congressional subpoenas pushed the level of executive power to a level not seen in many years.  

Excessive Executive Secrecy:  Secrecy by the Bush White House cost taxpayers a whopping $9.91 billion in 2007, according to the federal Information Security Oversight Office.  New classification of documents under the Bush Administration reached a 15-year high, with officials in the administration blaming the 9/11 attacks and ensuing war on terrorism for the greater demand for information security and secrecy.  

Examples of excessive secrecy included then Attorney-General John Ashcroft’s infamous October 2001 memo reversing nearly 40 years under the Freedom of Information Act, an executive order allowed current and former presidents to delay the release of presidential papers indefinitely, widespread use of “Sensitive but Unclassified” markings prevented public release and interagency sharing of material, and the refusal to share with Congress information pertaining to among other areas, the Vice President’s National Energy Policy Development Group.  


This edition brings to a close the coverage of Mr. Bush’s Broken Government.  The report has been an eye opener to this writer.  Perhaps the irony to such a do nothing, ineffective administration is that so much of the new administration has been and will continue to try to make up for lost time, to undo the harm done to so many aspects of the American way of life.  


Next week, Doris Beaver’s Eye on the Legislature returns for coverage of the 68th Colorado General Assembly.  Seeing the Round Corners returns upon adjournment of the legislature.

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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